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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

^^^^^ ^ • ^ri electronic device hayfng a database of records of different 
categories, a method of displaying infi^mriation comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving an indication frgrh a user that selects a first category type of 
said different category types; 

b) indexing a table wiyf said first category type to obtain a first sort field 
1 0 for said first category type^ said table associating each category of said different 

categories with its owrv^ort field; 

c) sorting records of said first category type by said first sort field obtained 
in step b) to produce a first list; and 

d) dispjaying a portion of said first list on a display screen of said 
1 5 electronic dfevice. 



A method as described in Claim 1 and^rther coniprising the steps 



receiving another indication from satid user that selects a second 
20 category type of said different category types; 

indexing said table with s^ia second category type to obtain a second 
sort field for said second category type; 

sorting records o^aid second category type by said second sort field 
obtained to product second list; and 
25 dj^laying^in list order a portion of said second list on said display 

scree 
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3. A method as described in Claim 1 wherein s^ electronic device 
is a palm-sized computer system. 



4. A method as described in 
5 is a wireless telephone. 



raim 1 wherein said electronic device 



10 



5. A method^as described in Claim 1 wherein said database is a 
database of contaGnnformation comprising records each having fields defining 
a name, an^^,3ddress and a telephone number. 

6. A method as-dessqbed in^ilaHrrTfurther comprising the steps of: 
assigning a def^iiirb;^f\^d for each category of said table; and 
aljpwtn^a user to define a particular sort field for each category of said 

)le. 



7. A method as describpd^in Claim 1 wherein said step a) comprises 
the step of said user depres^k^ a designated button on said electronic device. 

_\8. In hand^held personal digit^assistant having an address 
20^database of contact records of diffei^t categories, a method of displaying 
infomnation comprising the st^pJs of: 

a) receiving an indidation from a user that selects a first category type of 
said different category types; 

b) indexing i table with said first category type to obtain a first sort field 
25 for said first £!ategory type, said table associating each category of said different 

categories with its own sort field; 
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c) sorting contact recordsr^ said first category type by said first sort field 
obtained in step b) to prcxidce a first list; and 

d) displaying ^/^rtion of said first list on a display screen of said 
electronic device 



9. A method as described in Claim 8 and further 90mprislng the steps 

of: 

receiving another indication from said user thaj/ielects a second 
category type of said different category types; 

indexing said table with said second calory type to obtain a second 
sort field for said second category type; 

sorting contact records of said sep6nd category type by said second sort 
field obtained to produce a second lisK and 

displaying in list order a poijion of said second list on said display 
screen. 

10. A method as described in Claim 8 wherein said electronic device 
is a palm-sized computerysystem. 

11. A method as described In Claim 8 wherein said electronic device 
is a wireless teleph/ne. 

12. Aymethod as described in Claim 8 wherein said address database 
comprises contact records each having fields defining a name, an address and 
a telephori^ number. 



InC^^l 



13. A method as described ln^C|^^ further comprising th steps of: 
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assigning a default s^ 
ailowing^a-userto^define^ 



for^act^-eatggbry of said table; and 
rticular sort field for each category of said 



5 14. A method as described ipKCIaim 8 wherein said step a) comprises 

the step of said user depressing p^esignated button on said electronic device. 



^<^^5. An electronic device comprising a prdcessor coupled to a bus, a 
^display coupled to said bus and a memory coufMed to said bus, said memory 
0 having a database of records of different categories and instructions 
implementing a method of displaying infomiation comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving an indication from |ruser that selects a first category type of 
said different category types; 

b) indexing a table with safd first category type to obtain a first sort field 
for said first category type, said table associating each category of said different 
categories with its own soiVfield; 

c) sorting records/of said first category type by said first sort field obtained 
in step b) to produce arfirst list; and 

d) displayingya portion of said first list on said display screen. 



16. A computer systepcKas described in Claim 15 wherein said method 
further comprises the step^f: 

receiving anotj^^ indication from said user that selects a second 
category type oj^id different category types; 

inde)fH*ig said table with said second category type to obtain a second 
sort fieljilfor said second category type; 
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sorting records of said second category type by said second sor>^ld 
obtained to produce a second list; and 

displaying in list order a portion of said second list on^id display 
screen. 

5 

17. A computer system as described [proclaim 15 wherein said 
electronic device is a palm-sized computer^stem. 

18. A computer system a^escribed in Claim 15 wherein said 
10 electronic device is a wireless t^ephone. 



15 



19. A computej/system as described in Claim 15 wherein said 
database is a databaro of contact information comprising records each having 
fields defining a Rfame, an address and a telephone number. 



wherein said method 



20. A computer system as described iri^ 
further comprises the ste 

assigning a def3yl^s^^^d for each category of said table; and 
allojAong^user to define a particular sort field for each category of said 

20 tat 



21 . A computer sy^em as described in Claim 15 wherein said step a) 
of said method comprises the step of said user depressing a designated button 
on said electrprtic device. 
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